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Brothers and Sisters! 


This was an emotional election year and while I’m not ecstatic about 
the results, J can see an engaging path forward in the social justice 
movement under the upcoming administration. On this last issue for 
the year 2020, 1 ’m excited to unveil the new Right2Vote logo! The de- 
sign was hand drawn by one of our readers, Arthur cael 
(MDOC). 1 love the way that it captures our mission, to unlock the 
‘power of our readers by providing opportunities for civic engagement 
and societal impact. Incarcerated R2V readers are the center of this 
work and those who rise to the rank of organizin contributors are the 
blood in veins of this movement. R2V wouldn't i what it is without the 
artists, poets and critical thinkers behind the wall. My appreciation 
goes out with ci to each of you who take the time to contribute to 
this project wit) your passion and creativity. 


As you read js the report and identify legislation of interest to 
you please remember send your letters for congress people to them di- 
rectly, using the addresses included next to those senators or represen- 
tatives PS ‘nea of interest to you. This newsletter is an 
aid to elp bridge the gap between elected officials and their incarcer- 
ated constituents so it’s imperative that correspondence come directly 


from you in prison as often as possible. 
J know this holiday 1S oing to be tough es many but J have some 
f 


amazing projects in the works for you all, so stay encouraged. Make 
sure to tell your amilies and friends to check out www.sawari.media 
once the new site launches on TI hanksgiving day. This online store will 
help support the cost of the Right2Vote ‘Report ‘for years to come. 


Finally, 1 choose to publish based upon subject matter. If ow’re inter- 
ested in being published, mail paper copies of your ory work to Sa- 
wariMedia. Make sure to send articles over a variety 0 subjects that 
will make the selection ij our work more likely. Simp Y, those who send 
more content are more li ely to be selected. 1 ae forward to finding 
more writers in the coming year. Please enjoy this final 2020 ‘Report, J 
look forward to seeing you all in the new year! 


In Solidarity, 
Amani Sawari 
@Sawarimi | www.sawarimi.org 
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Resources 


Prisoner Legal Action Network (PLAN) PLAN is a national support ne- 
towrk, initiate your legal relationship with PLAN by submitting the form: 
LEGAL OBSERVER AFFIDAVITS AFFORD PRISONERS A WAY TO 
DOCUMENT RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND SEEK PROFESIONAL SUP- 
PORT to National Lawyers Guild 132 Nassau St. Room 922, New York, 
NY 10038 


Network Federal Defense Hotline The NLG National Office is launching a 
hotline for activists and lawyers to report incidents of federal repression, 
such as FBI “door-knocks” at activists’ homes, grand jury investigations 
and subpoenas, and any other federal law enforcement efforts to under- 
mine civil rights, such as federal grab squads and the use of unidentified 
federal agents to police protests. The numbers is 212-679-2811 


Stimulus Check Support Networks 
The Community WI P.O. Box 100392 Milwaukee, WI 53210, thecommuni- 
tywis @gmail.com, www.thecommunitynow.us. 
Fighting the Fight for Offenders and Families P.O. Box 191 Sabina, 
Ohio 45169 
Luther House Coop 1520 Hill St. River Rouge, MI 48218 
akendal3 @emich.edu 
Phoenix Inmate Companion 211 Gordon View Dr. Zirconia, NC 28790 
Phoenixinmatecompanion@ gmail.com 
Enough is Enough 285 Clarissa St. Rochester, NY 14608 http://enoug- 
hisenough.rocus.org/ enoughisenoughroc1 7 @gmail.com 
Adopt An Inmate P.O. Box 1543 Veneta, OR 97487 1-971-236-7897 
https://adoptaninmate.org/ 


PHONE NUMBERS 

Lieff Cabraser, at 415-956-1000: Applicant Assistants on the outside can 
call the law firm handling the court case 

Root & Rebound, at 510-279-4662: Incarcerated people can call this 
number collect with questions 

IRS Economic Impact Payment (EIP) line at 800-919-9835: The IRS 
says that many frequently asked questions will be answered on the auto- 
mated recording, and then you will have an option to speak live with a rep- 
resentative. 


DEADLINE EXTENSION NOTICE!! 

Paper applications can be submitted through November 4, 2020 
Online applications can be submitted through November 21, 2020 
“Even if you haven't yet, submit your paper application ASAP* 
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HARRIS 


by Amani Sawari | November 7, 2020 | sawarimi.org 


I’m deeply concerned to be one of the minority group that didn’t 
jump for joy, break into tears or feel any sense of cultural accom- 
plishment with the announcement of the presidential elect Biden- 
Harris administration. Rather than feel any significant gain, it’s as if 
| was watching my worst nightmare while people were cheering in 
the background as | was being tortured beyond my wildest expec- 
tation. How could any Black women allow herself to be used by the 
biggest ‘super predator’ of them all in order to secure a spot in his 
administration, but then there’s Kamala. Being burned feels hotter 
when you don’t see it coming and this was a combination | would 
never have been ready for. 


The Mass Incarceration Ticket Burns 

During the presidential campaign, both Biden and Harris’ cam- 
paigns were huge red flags as they played major roles in over- 
crowding prisons in the 90s and early 2000s. The policies they 
initiated as state representatives continue to have a genocidal im- 
pact on communities of color forced to interact with the criminal 
legal system. For the two to come together in order to pull the wool 
over Americans eyes, was an outcome that | was not at all expect- 
ing. | coined it as the “mass incarceration ticket’ for reasons that 
I've already spent too much time talking about. | say “too much” 
because none of that kept the majority of voters from rushing to 
cast their ballots in support of them, who both have a record in 
locking up far too many people for far too long. | wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if those voters have family members who are locked up as a 
direct result of Biden or Harris’ work as Senator or AG. Surprisingly, 
a record number of people came out to participate in this years 
election 


Where did all those votes go? 

On the bright side, we can see how our nation is slowly shifting to 
recognize third party power. Libertarian Party candidate, Jo Jor- 
gensen swept away the third party ticket with nearly 2 million 
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votes (1,835,558), 1.2% of the popular vote. This is major as third 
parties traditionally struggle to earn at least 1% of the popular 
vote. Trump received 47.3% with 232 electoral votes and Biden 
received 51% with 290 electoral votes. What’s the significance of 
the popular vs the electorate vote? The popular vote is simply the 
people’s vote, a total count of each citizen who cast their ballot. In 
2016, the popular vote went to Hillary Clinton, but the electorate 
vote swung the election in favor of Trump. The electorate is made 
up of a group of elected officials selected from each state. Know- 
ing that the popular vote isn’t the only deciding factor in the out- 
come of a presidential election, voters should feel liberated to vote 
outside of the narrow perspective of choosing the’ lesser of two 
evils’. While the people don’t have the final authority on whose se- 
lected, the popular vote indicates the people’s choice 

while the electorate indicates the choice of our elected officials. 
This year both the popular and the electorate decisions aligned 
and while this shows that this year we have elected officials with a 
more accurate representation of the people’s objectives, it does 
nothing to appease the hearts of freedom fighters like myself 
who’ve dreaded a Biden Harris Administration. For those of us 
who aren’t blinded by cultural cues or wooed by kinfolk, we must 
strategize against another Pacifying Obama Era. 


Avoiding the Plague of the Pacifying Obama Era 

During the Obama era we blindly trusted that all of our genera- 
tionally compounded needs would be met simply because we had 
kinfolk in office. Rather than that, we saw more police executions 
of innocent citizens, more prisons were built and the number of 
immigrant deportations hit an all-time high. We put our faith in a 
country that never worked on our behalf, just because someone 
we related to sat in its highest seat. While Obama was a wonder- 
ful example of Black excellence as a father, husband and charis- 
matic leader without any policies passed targeted towards 
uplifting African descendants of slaves economically, he failed the 
Black community as the changemaker we voted him in to be. 


With Obama’s VP as our current president elect and Kamala as 
kinfolk collateral by his side, | fear that all of the progress that has 
been made to organize against the fascism and white supremacy 
amplified within the Trump administration, will slow down expo- 
nentially or even come to a complete halt. It’s critical that we, 
rather than become complicit with our satisfaction of simply get- 
ting Trump out of the White House, cumulate a strong sense of 
public pressure for significant and sweeping change in the area of 
ending mass incarceration and transitioning into seeing mass re- 
leases on a federal and state level. Now that we have the author 
of the Crime Bill and launcher of mass incarceration coming back 
into the White House, we must make it clear that we won’t allow 
him the satisfaction of peaceful leadership without his complete 
undoing of the 1994 crime bills. Throughout the years of this ad- 
ministration we will use our community power to flood the White 
House with correspondence from its constituents about how the 
Crime Bills have continued to devastate our communities across 
the country until they are repealed and the communities impacted 
are restored. — 


ISSUEVOTER 


Should we prohibit no-knock warrants? 


Talamexel erecta! Passed Senate Resolving Differences To President 


2 Justice for Breonna Taylor Act (S. 3955) 


Currently awaiting vote 


This bill prohibits no-knock warrants, which generally permit law enforcement officers to enter a premises without first 
identifying their authority and purpose. Specifically, it requires federal law enforcement officers to provide notice of their 


authority and purpose before executing a warrant. 
Sponsor: Sen. Rand Paul (Republican, Kentucky) 


C C Opponents say 


“No knock warrants, if executed properly, can be a valuable 
tool for law enforcement. The chief reviewing our 
policies...wants to be the final review for that type of 
warrant. | have no problem with that.” 

- President Ryan Nichols (Fraternal Order of Police) 


This whole debate over no-knock warrants is a matter of 
law. You either allow them or you don't... whether it will 
be taken up at the state level, | don’t know. But that’s 
not an issue, | think, at the federal level. 

- Sen. Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (Republican, KY) 


B JUSTICE: 
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C C Proponents say 


“After talking with Breonna Taylor’s family, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that it’s long past time to get rid of 
no-knock warrants. This bill will effectively end no-knock 
raids in the United States.” 

- Sen. Rand Paul (Republican, Kentucky) 


No-knock warrants are not tools that officers have to 
use with any regularity to get their job done... Taylor 
[will] never be forgotten, she will never be erased, no 
matter what an incident report said. 

- Councilwoman Jessica Green (Democrat, Louisville, KY) 


Tonight, I’m thinking of Breonna Taylor’s family who is 
still grieving the loss of a daughter and sister. We must 
never stop speaking Breonna’s name as we work to 
reform our justice system, including overhauling 
no-knock warrants. 

- Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris (Democrat, California) 





Senator Rand Paul 


Randal Howard Paul is an American politician and physician 
serving as the junior United States Senator from Kentucky 
since 2011. He is a son of former twelve-term U.S. 
Representative Ron Paul of Texas who was a presidential 
candidate in 1988, 2008, and 2012. 


You can write to Senator Rand Paul directly by mailing to: 
167 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC, 20510 





ISSUE 


So how does the 


ELECTORAL COLLEGE 


really work? 


A lot happens between November 3 and January 20. 
These are the key dates along the way. 


¢ The system was a compromise between the 
nation’s founders, who debated whether the ee 
~ iid ne pieced iD process of counting ballots (which will include 
president snou e picked by Congress or absentee and verified provisional ballots). Recounts 


through a popular vote. may be automatically triggered or undertaken if a 
candidate successfully petions for one. 
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¢ State legislatures nominate electors by state 
party committee or at the state's party 
convention. 

State officials certify results, which determine who the 
¢ An Electoral College member cannot be (1) a state’s electors are supposed to vote for. The deadline 
member of Congress, (2) a member of Congress to complete this process varies for each state. 
accepting an appointment to executive office, 
or (3) someone who has "engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion" against the U.S. Legal challenges and voting disputes must be resolved 
by states for electors to be accepted by Congress. 

e Maine and Nebraska are not "winner takes all" 
states and use a more complex district-based 
allocation system. WM atemantsyon) oX=1asKe) im ta\om of (=e nel e-] Oto) |(=t-x-M Cofctsim xe) r-]) Biels 

each state gather in their state’s capitol to cast and 

e In 2016, seven of the 538 electors voted for mail their votes to Congress. 
someone other than their state’s popular vote 
winner, an unusually high number. 

Members and newly-elected members of Congress 

e« Three of these seven electors voted for Colin are sworn into office convening a new Congress. 
Powell, a former U.S. secretary of state, even 
though they represented states that picked 


Clinton. Joint session will open and count votes. There are 
procedures for objecting to electors as well as if no 
¢ Thirty-two states and the District of Columbia candidate wins 270 electoral votes (a majority) 


have laws intended to control electors from 
going rogue and voting for someone else. 


_ a ee Ceremony held at the White House at noon to 
¢ The 4 million people who live in U.S. territories, officially swear in the new President. 


such as Puerto Rico, cannot vote in the 
presidential election, and do not have electors. 





eee aanitienaene 
And what Is a runoff election anyway? 


A runoff election is a second election, 
or a “rematch” election. This occurs 
when neither of the candidates meet 
the victory threshold. 





VOTE 


In Georgia, candidates must receive a 


majority of the vote to win an election. 


If none of the candidates breaks 50% of the vote, the top 
two with the most votes will then face off again in a runoff 
election to determine the winner. 





Georgia had 2 Senate elections this year. 
One race was a special election, which will 
determine a replacement for former Senator 
Johnny Isakson, who retired in 2019. 
Current Senator Kelly Loeffler was 
appointed to the position by Governor Brian 
Kemp. Loeffler will advance to a runoff 
election with Democratic opponent Raphael Warnock. 


The second Senate race was more straightforward. 
Republican Senator David Perdue was up for re-election 
and was challenged by Democraft Jon Ossoff. 


— Both of Georgia's Senate races will go to a Runoff Election a 
To be held on January 5, 2021 


Meet the candidates 


Raphael Warnock 


Reverend Raphael Warnock grew up in 
Savannah Georgia and is a graduate of 
Morehouse College. Fifteen years ago, 
he was chosen to serve as Senior 
Pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Atlanta, the former pulpit of Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. His campaign is 

focused on fighting for the right to quality, affordable 
healthcare, ending mass incarceration, protecting access 
to reprodocutive healthcare, equality for all, rebuilding 
an economy that works for everyone, and rebuilding 
Georgia education & infrastructure. 

- warnockforgeorgia.com (official campaign website) 


Challenger 





Jon Ossof 


Jon Ossof is a Georgia native, media 
executive, investigative journalist, and 
small business owner. Since 2013 he 
has served as the CEO of a media 
production company that has 
successfully investigated and exposed 
sexual slavery of women and girls by ISIS, 

crooked judges, foreign officials who steal U.S-funded 
food & medical aid, contract killers, human traffickers, 
war crimes, and bribery. 

- electjon.com (official campaign website) 





Challenger 


VS 


VS 


Kelly Loeffler 


Kelly Loeffler is a conservative 
businesswoman and political outsider 







| appointed by Georgia Governor Brian 
~~ P. Kemp to replace Johnny Isakson in 
\ i, the United States Senate. A lifelong 
eae Republican and proud Georgian, Kelly 
has worked in the US Senate to spur 
economic growth, crackdown on illegal immigration, 
champion fair trade deals, protect farmers, and keep our 
families safe. 
- kellyforsenate.com (official campaign website) 
David Perdue 
David Perdue is the senior United State 
Senator from Georgia and a proven 
business leader with more than 40 


years of real-world business 

experience leading some of America’s 
most recognizable companies. David 

has a strong record of delivering results for 

the people of Georgia and is a steadfast defender of the 
principles that make our country great: economic 
opportunity for everyone, individual liberty, limited 
government, and fiscal responsibility. 
- perduesenate.com (official campaign website) 





America has voted, now what? 


Now that election season is (mostly) over, the focus will shift to the 117th United States Congress and the legislation that 
will be be introduced, debated, voted on, and potentially passed. It’s important to keep up with the legislation being brought 
up in Congress, but following every bill, vote, and law isn’t easy. That’s why we at IssueVoter are committed to making 
Congress easy to follow by providing the information you need to know about legislation that matters to you. 


TO VVhat is Congress made up of? OS 
And who's a part it? 

Congress consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Constitution grants Congress the sole authority to 

enact legislation and declare war, the right to confirm or reject many Presidential appointments, and substantial 


investigative powers. 


House of Representatives 





The House of Representatives is made up of 435 elected members, 


divided among the 50 states in proportion to their total population. 


In addition, there are 6 non-voting members, representing the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and four 
other territories of the United States. The presiding officer of the 
chamber is the Speaker of the House, elected by the 
Representatives. He or she is third in the line of succession to the 
Presidency. Members of the House are elected every two years 
and must be 25 years of age, a U.S. citizen for at least seven years, 
and a resident of the state (but not necessarily the district) they 
represent. 


The House has several powers assigned exclusively to it, including 
the power to: 

e Initiate revenue bills 

e Impeach federal officials 


e Elect the President in the case of an electoral college tie 


ISSUEVOTER 


IssueVoter is a nonpartisan, free online platform that 
provides accessible information about proposed laws and 
opens the lines of communication between constituents and 
their representatives. Our mission is to give everyone a 
voice in our democracy by making civic engagement 
accessible, efficient, and impactful. 


We encourage you to send your opinion on any or all of the 
issues mentioned. You may write to your representative at 
the address on the following page, and let them know which 
issues you Care about and how you would like them to vote 
on these bills. Every constituent contact is counted by each 
representative's staff, no matter whether it is received by 
mail or phone. Please make your voice heard! 








The Senate is composed of 100 Senators, 2 for each state. Until 
the ratification of the 17th Amendment in 1913, Senators were 
chosen by state legislatures, not by popular vote. Since then, they 
have been elected to six-year terms by the people of each state. 
Senator’s terms are staggered so that about one-third of the 
Senate is up for reelection every two years. Senators must be 30 
years of age, U.S. citizens for at least nine years, and residents of 
the state they represent. 


The Vice President of the United States serves as President of the 
Senate and may cast the decisive vote in the event of a tie in the 
Senate. 


The Senate has the sole power to confirm those of the President’s 
appointments that require consent, and to ratify treaties. There 
are, however, two exceptions to this rule: the House must also 
approve appointments to the Vice Presidency and any treaty that 
involves foreign trade. The Senate also tries impeachment cases for 
federal officials referred to it by the House. 
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truly represents the people 
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Our vision is that together, we can create 
the world we want to live in through a 
democracy that truly represents the people. 
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Why the Backlash: 


by Sincere | MDOC | November 14, 2020 
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DEADLINE 
EXTENTION!! 


PAPER FORMS CAN BE POSTMARK: 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 4, 2020 





ONLINE FORMS CAN BE SUBMITTED 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 21, 2020 


[ABOVE: Snapshots on November 2, 2020 from Youtube Livestream pres- 
entation and QnA: Stimulus Checks for Incarcerated people in the U.S. 
hosted by Amani Sawari ft. Shannon Ross from, The Community in WI 
and Mona Tawatao from the Equal Justice Society] 


For this nation to be founded on Democracy, they love excluding 
citizens from its all-inclusive democratic processes. Incarcerated 
citizens are already marginalized on so many levels. If it isn't fel- 
ony disenfranchisement excluding most people in prison from vot- 
ing, it’s long indeterminate sentencing keeping us away from our 
families, and the montage of other grievances and issues making 
this collage of injustice a more noticeable picture. 


We're now faced with trying to ensure we receive the stimulus be- 
fore the November 21, 2020 deadline. Thanks to the individuals 
who had the courage to file a class action suit ,for what should've 
been allocated to all those incarcerated from the beginning, we 
now have a chance to receive the stimulus support that’s been 
distributed to outside citizens through the CARES Act. What | 
can't understand is, why wasn't the stimulus directly deposited into 
our trust accounts? Now don't get me wrong, | realize the IRS 
doesn't have every single person incarcerated on file, yet, this fed- 
eral agency has clearance to access state records. All Depart- 
ments of Correction's nationwide should have been held 
responsible for ensuring this process was handled within the time- 
line of all deadlines. Instead prison staff posted a little note on the 
wall informing individuals that they were now allowed to file a non- 
filer 1040. Most people who saw this memorandum didn't have the 
slightest clue where to begin. At the time when the suit was 
granted in our favor and the information became widespread the 
MDOC wouldn't even allow us to receive copies of the 1040. It 
took prison officials almost a week before the deadline to pass out 
the form to prisoners. 


Coupled with that a major issue most incarcerated citizens faced, 
over half of incarcerated citizens did not have a copy of their so- 
cial security number to access. This is major issue because the 
MDOC have purposely been denying individuals from obtaining 


P KHRONICLES 


4 re | ¥ r se b | be? 


copies of this information, especially since the ruling. Somehow 
they're turning people away on the premise that they're not al- 
lowed to share classified information. This created a problem for 
individuals who have no outside support from family, friends or 
love one's. | pose the question, how is my certificates for citizen- 
ship classified information for my personal use? Due to this, even 
now there are still people who haven't had the chance to file be- 
cause they are unable to retrieve the required information to com- 
plete the forms. The deadline has now exceeded for individuals 
who had no other choice but to file by mail and the deadline for 
online submission is fast approaching. As a result, for those incar- 
cerated citizens who lack outside support from family, friends or 
love ones, even if they managed to receive their social security 
numbers, without access to the internet, how would they be able 
to file now with no access to online filing sites or anyone willing to 
help? 


Along with these obstacles, there was also a big issue with doc- 
uments coming through the mail. Joay messages are being de- 
nied due to so-called "classified information" violating prisoners 
fund policy which has nothing to do with receiving social security 
numbers and current addresses for delivering the check. Also, Sa- 
wari Media hosted multiple online helping guides to aid family 
members in the process of filing on behalf of love one's. Yet, every 
message containing dates and times were held until those dates 
expired. Amani Sawari and Kalamazoo college students mailed 
out on multiple occasions relevant information to aid incarcerated 
citizens in the process, plus additional 1040 forms to ensure those 
of us incarcerated knew exactly what to do and had the proper fil- 
ing sheets. As you read this none of this information has been 
given to me or any other individual on the mailing list. 


In conclusion, | don't see the purpose in allowing us the opportu- 
nity to file for the stimulus when officials will go the extra mile to 
hinder our ability to receive it. | also don't understand why the 
State wasn't made responsible of and held accountable for for- 
warding all official documents to the IRS needed for approval. 
Prison officials claim that we're not tax paying citizens yet in Mich- 
igan there's a 6% sale tax on everything we order, plus the illegal 
6% sales tax they're forcing us to pay on shipping & handling. If 
litigation was granted in our favor to be treated equally and re- 
ceive the stimulus payment that all U.S citizens have been entitled 
to, why isn't there better methods to ensure that we're compen- 
sated like all other citizens in this Country? P.E.A.C.E... 


Mailing Info 

Chanton Miles 619306 

Gus Harrison Correctional Facility 
2727 E Beecher St. 

Adrian, MI 49221 
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